TRANSITION YEAR PROGRAMME

FRENCH

TEACHER:                                   Donal Corkery

CLASS CONTACT:                     Four periods per week.  

HOMEWORK POLICY:            Written or learning homework is

                                                        assigned at the  end of each class as

                                                        appropriate. 

                                                        Pupils are excused from doing

                                                        homework at weekends.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1. To maintain and improve the level of French acquired by pupils who have already followed the Junior Certificate programme.

2. To pay particular attention to improving pupils’ communicative competence in the four language skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing.

3. To improve pupils’ reading skills and language awareness through a variety of materials/resources, one notable way being regular translations (versions) from French to English.

4. To promote cultural awareness and an increased awareness of the diversity of the cultures in which French is spoken by using up to date materials for listening/reading/translation in particular and through encouragement to review/research areas of French culture and civilisation.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Pupils should become more aware of the need to be aware of and understand a nation’s culture and civilisation if they desire to know the language(s) spoken there.

2. Pupils should have a greater realisation of the usefulness of using authentic materials (newspapers, magazines, internet, television, radio, music etc.) to learn a country’s language.

3. Pupils communicative abilities should improve from their constant exposure to French and using the four skills of language learning – listening/speaking, reading/writing.

4. Pupils should gain confidence in talking in French in selected topics from the course content such as L’école/les loisirs/les vacances.

5. Pupils should become more at ease with listening and understanding French.

6. Pupils should have greater awareness of how written French is constructed through the development of the translation skill.

7. Pupils will know more about France or a French related topic and desire to increase that knowledge through their individual research of their project work.

CONTENT

Topics to be covered during year. Reading and aural material will frequently link into these topics for reinforcement and consolidation.

· Les jeunes

· La France et Paris

· L’éducation et l’école

· La cuisine

· Les loisirs – la télé, le cinéma, la musique.

· Les vacances et les fêtes

· Le sport – être en forme

· Le travail/le stage professionel

Project:  These will be on some aspect of French culture and civilisation and will vary from year to year.  Short periods of six weeks, the results of which will go towards the end of term assessment. Pupils will research these topics themselves using the internet. Projects will have to be handwritten and put together in a visually attractive manner.

French breakfast: money will be collected from the pupils to defray the costs of a typical French breakfast.

Annual Cork French film festival:  Depending on time and suitability it is hoped to arrange a visit to this cultural event organised annually in association with Cork Alliance Française.

Analyse d’un film en classe: viewing and working on a dvd or film from the school’s resources such as Les Choristes ; La guerre des boutons ; le dîner des con; Joyeux noёl; Paris Je t’aime..

Reading to be encouraged by use of the bibliobus 3 series of French readers with level differentiation which will  afford pupils opportunities of working at their own pace.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be formal and informal.

· Regular (2 weekly) vocabulary tests based on vocabulary acquired in hardbacks from work done in class. These will form part of the marks in the Christmas and Summer tests.

· Full tests at Christmas and Summer including aural and oral tests.
· Oral presentations on topics per the contents will be listened to, commented on and perfection sought/encouraged.

· Translations (versions) will be given regularly to develop language awareness and cultural awareness.

· Project work will be assessed and included in end of term tests.

RESOURCES

Class Texts :

Carrefour (French for Transition Year, 2nd Edition) Alex O’Dwyer (Gill and Macmillan).

Make the Transition, Lucy Hamil, Edco.

Bibliobus (French readers with a lexique)
DVD and Videos which may be used

· Bienvenue à bord – French visitors to Ireland are interviewed on the return journey by ferry

· Un quartier à Paris – cinematographic and poetic exposé of one arrondisement in the French capital

· Gare de Lyon – interviews with people disembarking from the tgv

· Joli petit marché – watching people buying things at a market in France.

· Paris – la visite – authentic dvd on the French capital

· Quelques films – Les choristes, Le dîner des cons, Paris je t’aime, Joyeux noёl…et d’autres.

Les chansons françaises:  Cds of Francis Cabrel with lyrics and biography, Mon frère by Maxime le Forestier, Ma Lycéenne by Philippe Chatel, Cette Année Là by Claude François.

Novels:  Introduction to one of the français facile series of abbreviated novels in French. Exposure to extracts of Le petit Nicolas a des ennuis by Sempé-Goscinny.

Internet! Pupils will be given suggested web sites and encouraged to use them and to explore others and find their favourites.

Sundry French newspapers and magazines – hard copies and on line.

Please note this programme is aspirational.  All of the content will not be dealt with in any one year. Flexibility is needed to allow for time, group ability and interest. Some changes are made each year. The programme is structured to ensure that the communicative skills of oral, reading, listening and writing are included in each topic and consistently applied throughout the year.
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French Teacher
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