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Deutschabteilung: Marion Horgan

No of classes per week:   4x40 minute periods (1 double, 2 single) for the duration of academic year.

Aims:

1. To enable the student to develop a broader, less exam-based focus re his acquisition of the language.

2. To enable him develop his oral skills and become more confident in speaking the language.

3. To give the student the opportunity to revisit topics already covered for Junior Cert with a different focus and a fresh approach.

4. To revisit the ground rules of the language and set a solid foundation for Fifth Year.

5. To instill in the student a curiousity about the culture and civilisation of the target country and give him an appreciation of the richness, uniqueness and diversity of the cultures of countries where the target language is spoken.

6. To enable the student to experience learning through music, games, quizzes etc

7. To encourage in the student independence and initiative in his learning. 

8. To give the student an opportunity to practise his IT skills in the target language.

Objectives:    (Learning outcomes)

On completion of the TY German programme students should 

1: be able to express themselves with confidence on the topics covered in the course of the year

2: be familiar with the vocabulary associated with these topics and be able to express themselves in written form in the topic related written exercises.

3: have a deeper understanding of the Bundesländer which make up Germany and have an understanding of other German speaking countries ie Switzerland, Austria in areas related to culture, geography, civilisation etc.

4: be able to use the five tenses Present, Perfect, Imperfect, Future and Conditional with confidence.

5: be capable of using Modal verbs with ease and confidence.

6: have an improved competence in applying the rules of sentence structure in German  (sentences with modal verbs, non modal verbs, subordinate clauses, verb in second position)

7: be well familiar with pronouns and their usage.

8: be conversant with the school system in Germany and related vocabulary

9: be capable of delivering an oral presentation of three minutes on a topic which they will have researched during the year. 

10. have had an exposure to various types of German contemporary music zB Rammstein, die Arzte..

11: be able to conduct an oral interview with me based on the topics covered during the  year. 

12: have acquired an appreciation of the richness of the German language and a certain Sprachgefühl. (a fluency and language awareness  the student coming from how something sounds rather than always relying on the grammar rule.) 

Teaching and Learning strategies:

1. project work (minimum of two projects per year)

2. brainstorming  (vocabulary)

3. Games  Galgen (Hangman)    Bingo     Kreuzworträtsel     Wortsuche

Mündliche Spiele (Rate was/wer ich bin…)  Wortstellung- Spiel

4. Input by teacher  (ie Introductory phase of new topic)

5. Development of communication and links with school in Germany

Emails, letters. 

6. Use of DVD  Hallo aus Berlin…. 

7. IT input:   Deutsch Interaktiv, CommunityD.ie  and various other internet sites

Practise of typing German including insertion of symbols (Umlaut… ß..) 

Content:

This year, TY students are able to avail of a rental scheme for their core subject texts. We will be working on AUSBLICK by Barry Morrissey. The year will be divided into themes I consider to be relevent and within these topic areas work on the receptive and productive skills.   

The themes are as follows:

1. Alles über mich….

Persönliche Informationen   ( Wie ich aussehe….. Persönlichkeit         Sternzeichen) Use of cards from  the game “Guess Who?”  for practising physical description.
2. Familie…

Revision of family and relations vocab       Stammbaum

Verhältnisse….

3 Haustiere  Einheit Zwei and related exercises. Students will be encouraged to personalise this topic.

4 Das Deutsche Fernsehen  (Einheit Drei) This will also give rise to some 

Mündliche Arbeit on the theme of television (Lieblingssendungen )

      5.   Ferienjobs   (Vierte Einheit) To be extended to students’ experiences in this 

            area, both in written and oral.

      6. Der Schultag (Fünfte / dreizehnte Einheit). Ideal opportunity here to compare    

           and contrast the Irish and German school system and go into more depth in this 

          topic than was possible for Junior Cert. 

7. Mein Haus / Mein Zimmer  (Sechste Einheit)  Opportunity here to appraise 

students with regard to living and housing conditions  in Germany.

8. Familienprobleme, Verhältnisse, Zankäpfel. (Einheit 8) This topic will be a useful foundation for Leaving Cert Oral.

9. Hobbys und Freizeit  (Einheit 9)  A most useful and relevant topic in preparation for Leaving Cert. Much focus on oral here.

10. Marias Tagebuch. (Einheit 10) Some excellent insights here into time spent 

By an Irish student in Bad Vilbel near Frankfurt.

NB I tend to pick and choose from these themes and do not always follow them consecutively. The number of themes covered in the year depends on the abiliy of the particular group.

Further possible topics to be explored as time permits are:
Mein Alltag  (tägliche Routine…)
Urlaub (Wohin?  Wie?  Warum?  Lieblingsurlaub…)

Arbeit

Umwelt

Deutsch sein; was heißt das eigentlich?   The Deutschland poster should provide an interesting stimulus for this. 

Project work:

Students do a minimum of two projects during the year.

Project 1   Term 1

Students will choose a Land of their choice. They will be asked to represent it by drawing a map and by gathering as much information as possible on it.

Project 2  Term 2

The Second theme will be  Deutschland, Osterreich und die Schweiz (Gruppenarbeit)  This will be a wall project

Students will work in three, each  group picking a country to work on.

We will make a list of possible headings suitable for all the countries. Students will then each pick three headings to work on. This will ensure that each member of the group will get involved. 

Throughout the year, we will make visits to the computer room, where focus will be on news items, games and crosswords.

Grammar:

While I agree that grammar should certainly not be the main focus of TY, I certainly see a place for revision of learned structures in order to reinforce what has been covered in Junior Cert. This will be done alongside the themes dealt with during the year.

Structures to revise:

Present Tense endings of Regular verbs

Modalverben and their use in sentences

Perfect Tense

Future Tense

Some elements of Konjunktiv 11. (this may or may not have been covered for JC)

Preposition Lists and Cases

Wennsatz

Rules for Wortstellung

Non –modal verbs which take a second verb

Pronoun grid
Assessment:
   Oral presentation by student on a certain topic, zB meine Lieblingsband
   Written class test at mid-term testing vocab and structures.
   Formal house exam at Christmas and summer.

   Summer  exam to have an oral component.

   Comments in student journal

   Comment/progress forms distributed by TY co-ordinator relating to effort and input.

During the year I also like to challenge the students to become more aware of the language in terms of Sprachgefühl, ie

Was klingt besser?  Jeden Tag ich gehe…oder jeden Tag gehe ich….. 

I think that only when a student can get a feeling as to the correct rhythm and flow of a language (without even sometimes being able to explain it grammatically) can learning in a deeper sense happen. (This is of course aspirational!)

Crosscuricular Learning:

Music:  I hope to expose students to some german rock groups such as Rammstein and die Arzte.

I also hope to work on some of the Beatles songs which were translated into German

Deutsches Essen: at a date as yet to be decided, I hope to organise a German lunch of various types of Wurst, kartoffelsalat and of course….Sauerkraut!

Video:  The German series Hallo aus Berlin gives students a nice flavour of Berlin and life for young people there.  

History: The film Goodbye Lenin provides very useful insights into life in Berlin just after the fall of the Berlin wall. 2009 was a significant anniversary of this event.

Geography: Focus on aspects of Germany, Switzerland and Austria

Evaluation ;

I intend to hand out an evaluation sheet to the students asking them to highlight the most interesting and useful aspects of the TY German course.

At a less formal level, I would like students to start to make a progress report on what we are doing in German, on the lines of

I have revised the vocab of relationships to describe my relationship with my friend /family

I can write a postcard to a friend telling her about my holiday

I can talk about ……

I have learned some German proverbs, Redewendungen usw.

Marion Horgan 
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